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REMARKS 

This application is a divisional of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/572,174. Claims 6-12 
have been canceled without prejudice. Claims 1 to 5 and 13 are now pending. 


The present invention is new, useful, and non-obvious. An early and favorable action on 
the merits is earnestly solicited. 


Respectfully submitted, 

DAVIDSON, DAVIDSON & KAPPEL, LLC 


Davidson, Davidson & Kappel, LLC 
485 Seventh Avenue 
14 th Floor 

New York, New York 10018 
(212) 736-1940 
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Applicant's election without traverse of Species shown by the Fig. 4, 2a and 116a 
combination with readable claims 6-12 in Paper No. 5 is acknowledged. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that die subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Richards(6,03 2,5 79) in view of applicants’ admitted prior art. The patent to Richards teaches the 
web-fed offset printing press as claimed including a plurality of blanket-to-blanket offset printing 
units stacked one on top of another vertically each comprising a first plate cylinder rotatably 
driven by a first drive motor, a second plate cylinder rotatably driven by a second drive motor, 
and a first and second blanket cylinders being mechanically coupled and driven by a third drive 
motor. See the entire Richards patent for details. However, the patent to Richards may not show 
a blanket-to-blanket offset printing unit in which all of the plate and blanket cylinders are driven 
by a common drive motor. On page 1, lines 20-30 of the present specification, applicants readily 
admit that “one of the most common driving principles used in combination with blanket-to- 
blanket printing units uses one single drive motor per printing unit” because it is the most cost 
effective. In view of the admitted and well known practice of driving all the cylinders in a 
blanket-to-blanket pnnting unit with one single drive motor, it would have been most obvious to 
those having ordinary skill in the art to provide one of more of the plurality of vertically stacked 
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blanket-to-blanket printing units of Richards with a single drive motor to drive all the cylinders in 
that printing unit so as to achieve the well known cost effective objective as well as to offer 
flexibility when printing plates or print edition changes are required in other printing units during 
printing operation. With respect to claim 9, in view of the teaching of Richards to alternately 
engage and disengage the first plate cylinder of the first printing unit and the first plate cylinder of 
the second printing unit with their associated blanket cylinders, to alternately engage and 
disengage the second plate cylinder of each printing unit with its associated blanket cylinder in 
order to be able to altematingly print different images on a second side of the web would have 
been most obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

\ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ren Yan whose telephone number is (703) 308-0978. The examiner can 
normally be reached on weekdays from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Hilten, can be reached on (703) 308-0719. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 308-5841. 


Ren Yan 
January 24, 2002 


Ren Yan 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 



